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ABOUT WENDY
Wendy Braun stars in Amazon’s highly anticipated Jury
Duty Presents: Company Retreat, the follow up season
to the award-winning series Jury Duty, marking a
powerful next chapter in her dynamic on-screen career. 

With more than 80 film and television credits, including
her standout work across four seasons on Netflix’s
Atypical, Braun continues to shine as a versatile
magnetic presence in both comedy and drama.

Recognized by Forbes for both her acting and her work
empowering creatives in 25+ countries, Braun continues
to be one of Hollywood’s most inspiring multi-
hyphenates.



‘Jury Duty’ Sets Season 2 Cast With 14 Comedic Actors Tackling Company Retreat
By Rosy Cordero     February 19, 2026

EXCLUSIVE: Prime Video‘s hit series Jury Duty is returning for a second season on March 20, and Deadline has your first
look at the 14 new ensemble cast members.

Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat will feature Alex Bonifer (Kevin Can F**k Himself), Blair Beeken (Pluribus), Emily
Pendergast (Veep), Erica Hernandez (True Lies), Jerry Hauck (Paradise), Jim A. Woods (The Office), LaNisa Renee Frederick
(Shifting Gears), Marc-Sully Saint-Fleur (Home Economics), Rachel Kaly (Worried), Rob Lathan (Inside Amy Schumer), Ryan
Perez (The Break with Michelle Wolf), Stephanie Hodge (The Comeback), Warren Burke (Dead for a Dollar), and Wendy
Braun (Atypical).

Season 2 will premiere with three episodes, followed by two episodes on March 27, and a three-episode finale on April 3.

Co-created and executive produced by Lee Eisenberg  (Lessons In Chemistry, The Office) and Gene Stupnitsky (Hello Ladies,
The Office), Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat is a documentary-style comedy that captures a corporate offsite event at a
family-owned hot sauce company from the perspective of Anthony, a recently hired temporary worker.

Unbeknownst to Anthony, the entire experience is staged, every colleague around him is performing a role, and each moment – whether in conference rooms or during downtime – has been meticulously
orchestrated. As the founder prepares to step down, the getaway transforms into a clash between big corporate ambitions and small business values, with control of the company hanging in the balance.

As we reported last year, the theme of the new installment is David Vs. Goliath, which centers on a small business going on a company retreat. To protect the integrity of the premise, with the regular person
not realizing that they are part of a scripted TV show, just like they did with Season 1, the casting and production of the new installment were done in a clandestine manner.

Jake Szymanski directs and executive produces the series. David Bernad also executive produces with Todd Schulman, Nicholas Hatton, Anthony King, Chris Kula, James Marsden and Ruben Fleischer.

Braun is represented by BRS-Gage and The Priluck Company.





Jury Duty is back with a new unsuspecting lead and a fresh cast of characters trying their best
to keep the truth under wraps: that the star is really in the middle of an elaborate prank.

PEOPLE can exclusively reveal the eclectic cast of characters featured in Prime Video’s Jury
Duty Presents: Company Retreat, the next installment from the team behind Jury Duty, the hit
documentary-style comedy that was released in 2023.

Company Retreat follows a temp worker named Anthony as he heads to "a corporate offsite
event at a family-owned hot sauce company," per a synopsis, Anthony has no idea that
everything around him has been staged — and he’s the only one not in on the joke.

“The beginning of the writing process is actor-blind,”Hatton shares of casting. “Once we have
a general sense of a character’s fundamental engine, the casting process is very open and
Susie Farris (our brilliant Casting Director) watches thousands of tapes to leave no stone
unturned. We then whittle folks down with an unusual callback process that emulates the
unique environment that the actors will ultimately be performing in.”

He continues, “There are performers that we love and encourage to submit from the outset but
at the end of the day because it’s such an unorthodox gig that stretches so many different
parts of a performer's skill and mindset, everyone has to go through the same process so that
we all feel confident they’ll be able to pull it off.”

The below cast is full of actors that Anthony could have easily encountered before,
maybe on TV or in passing. But the “screening techniques” from the Jury Duty team gave
them “a fair degree of confidence that Anthony wouldn’t recognize anyone,” Hatton
says.

“It’s still not a guarantee, especially when you’re casting 12 series regulars plus a bevy of
day players. The most tense period is the beginning before Anthony went on the retreat;
that first night he stayed at a hotel and a number of our cast were in some pretty big
commercials airing at the time. But once we got to Oak Canyon — which had no access
to live TV — we knew we were in the clear,” he adds of the retreat location.

Elizabeth, Private Equity Director, Triukas:

Wendy Braun on 'Jury Duty: Company Retreat
Credit: Courtesy of Prime

Elizabeth is "the public face of private equity — charming, urbane, hears your concerns
and wants nothing but the best for everyone. Especially her investors." Actress Wendy
Braun appeared in several episodes of Netflix's Atypical.



'Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat’: See the Trailer

“Jury Duty,” the series that
surrounded an unsuspecting
man with actors and a hidden
writer’s room, is back for a
new series called “Jury Duty
Presents: Company Retreat.”
This new edition features a
temp employee named
Anthony who finds himself at
the center of chaos unfolding
at a corporate offsite event.

https://www.today.com/video/-jury-duty-prank-series-returns-with-new-unsuspecting-star-258410565828
https://www.today.com/video/-jury-duty-prank-series-returns-with-new-unsuspecting-star-258410565828


‘Jury Duty’ Season 2 Sets Prime Video Premiere Date

Prime Video has set March 20 for
the Season 2 premiere of Jury Duty.
Titled Jury Duty Presents:
Company Retreat, the latest
installment form the Jury Duty
creative team will launch with three
episodes, followed by two episodes
on March 27, and a three-episode
finale on April 3. It will be available
in more than 240 countries and
territories worldwide.

Co-created and executive produced by Lee Eisenberg  (Lessons In Chemistry, The Office)
and Gene Stupnitsky (Hello Ladies, The Office), Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat is a
documentary-style comedy that captures a corporate offsite event at a family-owned hot
sauce company from the perspective of Anthony, a recently hired temporary worker.
Unbeknownst to Anthony, the entire experience is staged, every colleague around him is
performing a role, and each moment – whether in conference rooms or during downtime –
has been meticulously orchestrated. As the founder prepares to step down, the getaway
transforms into a clash between big corporate ambitions and small business values, with
control of the company hanging in the balance.

Jury Duty launched in 2023 to strong critical recognition, earning a Peabody Award and
AFI Award as well as four Emmy nominations including Outstanding Comedy Series,
two Golden Globes nominations and two Critics Choice Award nominations.

By Denise Petski    January 29, 2026
 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DUGVI_RDnud/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUGVI_RDnud/


‘Jury Duty’ Renewed at Amazon, Season 2 Already Filmed
The next installment of 2023's hit candid camera show will reportedly take
place at a corporate retreat.

Sources report Jury Duty‘s second season will leave
the witness stand behind in favor of a corporate
retreat setting. It was shot in the Agoura Hills
suburb of Los Angeles.

Jury Duty will return for — and has already filmed
— a second season at Amazon Prime Video, The
Hollywood Reporter confirmed Thursday.

Jury Duty was created by Lee Eisenberg and Gene Stupnitsky, who also executive produced season one with
Heller, David Bernad, Todd Schulman, Ruben Fleischer, Nicholas Hatton, Andrew Weinberg and director
Jake Szymanski.

Marsden echoed Heller’s description of high stakes when describing his own experience on set. “This is unlike
anything you’ve ever seen before,” he told THR. “You get one take. If he sees a hidden camera, or someone
calls somebody by the wrong name, the whole thing is upended. That was really exciting to me, just from the
perspective of [wondering], ‘Can we pull this off?’”

Season one showrunner Cody Heller previously told THR she was “terrified” by the challenge of pulling off
the candid camera feat. “There was something about that fear of failure that ignited something in myself,” she
said. But in the end, the success came from the cast. “Ronald Gladden restored my faith in humanity,” she
said.

Gladden eventually embraced the candid camera reveal, and went on to sign with Gersh, and ink his own deal
with Amazon, which sees him develop and star in a variety of content. He and Marsden, along with several
other of the show’s actors, remain friends. “

‘Jury Duty’ To Return For Season 2 On Amazon; Theme Of New
Installment Revealed

 By NellieAndreeva, Rosy Cordero
 February 20, 2025 4:46pm

One of the comedy breakouts of 2023 was Jury Duty, a documentary-style comedy for Amazon
Freevee that featured James Marsden and other actors surrounding an unsuspecting juror at a
trial. The Emmy-nominated comedy is back and — surprise — its second season is already in the
can, sources tell Deadline. It will run on Prime Video where Freevee’s content migrated after
Amazon’s free ad-supported streaming platform was shut down last November.

Details are being kept under wraps but we hear that the theme of the new installment is David vs.
Goliath. Taking inspiration from classic 1980s movies such as Animal House and Caddyshack, it is
about a small business going on a company retreat, with the real, unsuspecting person tested
when a Goliath suddenly shows up, sources said.

To protect the integrity of the premise with the regular person not realizing that they are part of a
scripted TV show, just like they did with Season 1, the casting and production of the new
installment was done in a clandestine manner.

The majority of the series’ creative team is believed to be back. Season 1 was executive produced 
by David Bernad, Lee Eisenberg, Ruben Fleischer, Nicholas Hatton, Cody Heller, Todd Schulman,
Gene Stupnitsky, Jake Szymanski and Andrew Weinberg. Eisenberg and Stupnitsky co-created 
the series, Heller served as showrunner,
and Szymanski directed.

The first season earned four Emmy
nominations in 2023, including Outstanding
Comedy Series, Supporting Actor In a
Comedy Series for Marsden, Writing For a
Comedy Series and Casting for a Comedy
Series.

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/jury-duty-renewed-amazon-season-2-already-filmed-1236142525/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-features/jury-duty-cody-heller-interview-emmys-2023-1235559537/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/jury-duty-ronald-gladden-amazon-deal-1235702362/
https://deadline.com/2025/02/jury-duty-season-2-amazon-setting-theme-1236296867/
https://deadline.com/2025/02/jury-duty-season-2-amazon-setting-theme-1236296867/


When ringing phones were attached permanently to the wall, most people would walk, even run over, to answer them. But Wendy
Braun’s mother always delighted in sharing how her young daughter, in full performance mode, would dance across the kitchen to
answer. “For as long as I can remember my passion for performing has been part of who I am,” says Braun who is in her 4th season
playing Kathy on the Netflix hit comedy, Atypical.

Over and over, performing nurtured Braun, providing what she needed. At 13 when she was 5’10” and feeling like a fish out of water,
she was cast as The Scarecrow in The Wiz. She was able to parlay her gangly awkwardness to bring the character to life and entertain.
“It was magical,” she recalls. “I didn’t realize it then but performing at that age saved my soul and made me feel at home at a time
when I definitely felt like an outsider.”

In 1994 she moved from Chicago to Los Angeles to pursue acting. Initially she worked mostly as a dancer. She booked a job
performing for three months in Monte Carlo opening for headliners Stevie Wonder, Barry White, Natalie Cole and Earth Wind & Fire.
On the plane ride home she wrote in her journal that she was going to focus all of her energy on acting. She would only return to the
South of France if she was in film at the Cannes Film Festival. Three years later she was cast as the lead in a feature film. And it
premiered in Cannes.

 “I learned how powerful it can be to state and clarify your vision,” shares Braun, an accomplished actress whose many credits
also includes Grey’s Anatomy, It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia and Criminal Minds. “Even if you don’t know how it will unfold.”

One force that kept her going was her late father’s guidance. “My father was my biggest cheerleader,” says Braun of the man who
would pass away when she was 27. The last words he left on her answering machine were “keep going sunshine.”

In 2015 Braun founded ActorInspiration.com. “I wanted to make a lasting impact on the lives of other people and
authentically share all the tools and processes that helped me achieve success while also finding more fun, joy and fulfillment
along the way,” she says of her program that empowers creatives to overcome obstacles and discover success on their own
terms.

Not Only Is This Actress On ‘Atypical,’ She Creates Game Changing
Courses Helping Thousands Of Creatives

 ByJerylBrunner Published May 29, 2021

Read the full article.

https://actorinspiration.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jerylbrunner/2021/05/29/not-only-is-this-actress-on-atypical-she-creates-game-changing-courses-helping-thousands-of-creatives/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jerylbrunner/2021/05/29/not-only-is-this-actress-on-atypical-she-creates-game-changing-courses-helping-thousands-of-creatives/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jerylbrunner/2021/05/29/not-only-is-this-actress-on-atypical-she-creates-game-changing-courses-helping-thousands-of-creatives/


Corona Chronicles: Arianna Huffington Raises Money for First Responders, Stars Use
TV and Movies as Escapism and Other Personal Stories

 By Variety Editors. May 2, 2020

A few weeks ago, when a friend told me, “Right now, meditation feels like worrying with my eyes closed,” I knew I wanted to help
people take the guesswork (and worry) out of meditation and find some peace amidst all of the panic.

I’m fortunate to have a home recording studio, where I do voice-over jobs and have been creating guided meditations for actors for
years, helping them thrive in all kinds of uncertainty. But now, I want to make sure anyone who needs help easing anxiety and
improving well-being can access some relief, for free.

It felt so good to put the focus on how I could help others to create a sense of calm within the chaos, and in writing and recording the
guided audio meditation, it helped me to do the same.

The Dalai Lama states that, “World peace begins with inner peace.” And yet, so many of us don’t know how to find that inner peace,
even in our regular busy lives, much less in the midst of a tumultuous global pandemic. But here we are, being asked to take a global
pause, to sit with ourselves, and our thoughts and our feelings about it all. I know how overwhelming that can be for so many people.

 What has been comforting is knowing that every effort to serve others (no matter how big or small) has a positive ripple effect.

For years, I’ve been teaching an online course to actors worldwide, and I just learned that one of my students is also a nurse working
in ICU treating COVID-19 patients. To hear that this 15-minute audio is helping her stay grounded in such a stressful environment
means everything.

And just when I’m feeling overwhelmed with homeschooling my two boys or frustrated with the pile of dirty dishes in the sink, I get
an email from an actress telling me, “I listened to your guided meditation and I felt better than I had in weeks.”

 So ultimately, what has helped me the most is uplifting others and shining some light in all of the darkness. Oh yeah, and lots of
snuggles and walks with our rescue dog, Daisy.

Wendy Braun Actress from “Atypical” (Netflix)



Wendy Braun: A Creative Powerhouse On Screen + Off
Talking With: Wendy Braun from “Atypical”

 Interview with actress Wendy Braun,who is making
audiences laugh by playing high-strung mothers.

Continue reading the interview.

Earlier this year, Wendy got a little wild starring as
‘Sheryl’ alongside Danny Trejo in the raucous comedy
film “Donny’s Bar Mitzvah,” from writer/director
Jonathan Kaufman. Her mothering skills skewed
neurotic and self-absorbed as her son Donny was
entering manhood with a celebration like no other,
including sex, drugs, and secrets, but of course left
audiences with a warm-and-fuzzy ending.

These are only a few of the latest roles for this busy
actress. Her recent credits also include "The Clapper"
with Ed Helms and Tracy Morgan, and television shows
"Grey’s Anatomy," "It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia"
and "Documentary Now!"

What excites you the most when you start a new
project?

WENDY: Anytime I start a new project, I get excited
about collaborating with all of the different creative
talents who are coming together with the common goal
of making something...everlasting. There’s a palpable
energy to being part of something bigger than you. I
love being on set and feeling that camaraderie.

This edition of Talking With focuses on actress Wendy Braun, as the final season of the Netflix
series “Atypical” is about to release and the comedy feature film “Donny’s Bar Mitzvah” already has.
Wendy heads back for her fourth season recurring as ‘Kathy’ on the popular Netflix series “Atypical,” which
follows Sam Garner (Keir Gilchrist), a teenager on the autistic spectrum, and the ups-and-downs of growing
up. During the first season, Sam’s mom, Elsa (Jennifer Jason Leigh), joined a local autism parent support
group where she met Kathy (Braun), the uptight but well-intentioned group leader, and they’ve been friends
ever since.

https://vocal.media/geeks/talking-with-wendy-braun-from-atypical


Inspirational Women In Hollywood: How Actress Wendy Braun Is Helping To
Shake Up The Entertainment Industry

 Alexandra Spirer July 26, 2021

When you are loving yourself for existing, then you can start to love others that exist differently than you.

had the pleasure of interviewing Wendy Braun. Actress Wendy Braun has been turning in scene-stealing performances for years.  
Currently, she returns for the final season of the acclaimed Netflix series, Atypical, as the supportive friend ‘Kathy’. She hit the screen earlier this year as an

Thank you so much for joining us in this interview series! Can you tell us the story of how you grew up? WENDY: I grew up in
the northern suburbs of Chicago, where all the John Hughes movies were filmed. My mother was known as Miss Beverly, The
Romper Room Lady, the host of the classic children’s television show Romper Room and my father was a Navy pilot.

I always loved performing. My mom used to say that when the phone would ring (back when it was on the wall), I wouldn’t walk, but
I’d dance across the room to answer it. Thankfully, my parents encouraged my love of the arts, and it’s been a part of who I am for as
long as I can remember.

Can you tell us the most interesting story that happened to you since you began your career?
When I first moved to Los Angeles, I faced tons of rejection. The top 10 commercial agents all turned me down. They told me I was
too tall, too theatrical, not commercial enough, that they had too many young women on their roster, that I didn’t have enough
experience, or my personal favorite, that they “already had someone exactly like me.”

I drove home crying in my car after many of those meetings. In fact, I like to tell actors that if you haven’t cried on at least 4 different
freeways in Los Angeles, you just haven’t lived here long enough.

And then, my biggest cheerleader + source of emotional support, my father, passed away. The last message he left on my answering
machine was this…“Keep going, Sunshine.” So that’s what I did.

Through all of that rejection, even though everyone was telling me “no,” I sought out ways to master my mindset and tell
myself “yes” and just keep going.

 Read the full feature.

I
ultimate uptight mother in the 80’s period comedy film, Donny’s Bar Mitzvah. Wendy has appeared in over 80 film and television projects, including The Clapper with
Ed Helms and Tracy Morgan, Grey’s Anatomy, It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia, The Mentalist, Bones, Criminal Minds, iCarly, and Castle among others. When she’s
not on set, Wendy helps her artistic community as a Transformation and Well-Being Expert as the founder of ActorInspration.com.

https://medium.com/authority-magazine/actress-wendy-braun-when-you-are-loving-yourself-for-existing-then-you-can-start-to-love-others-2c0545b00171
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/actress-wendy-braun-when-you-are-loving-yourself-for-existing-then-you-can-start-to-love-others-2c0545b00171
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/actress-wendy-braun-when-you-are-loving-yourself-for-existing-then-you-can-start-to-love-others-2c0545b00171
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/actress-wendy-braun-when-you-are-loving-yourself-for-existing-then-you-can-start-to-love-others-2c0545b00171
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/actress-wendy-braun-when-you-are-loving-yourself-for-existing-then-you-can-start-to-love-others-2c0545b00171
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/actress-wendy-braun-when-you-are-loving-yourself-for-existing-then-you-can-start-to-love-others-2c0545b00171


Meet Wendy Braun | Actress, CEO & Founder
 December 7, 2020

We had the good fortune of connecting with Wendy Braun and we’ve shared our conversation below.

Hi Wendy, what is the most important factor behind your success?

I think my success as an actress has definitely come from mastering the fine art of dealing with

rejection, frustration + failure. Whether you’re an actor or an entrepreneur, learning how to handle all of

that without letting it devastate you, define you or defeat you is what ultimately determines your

success. The more I was told “no,” the more I found ways to tell myself “yes,” and to just keep going.

As the owner and the founder of ActorInspiration.com, I think what has helped me to succeed is the

combination of my years of experience in this industry along with my passion for inspiring others, as

well as my willingness to be vulnerable while also remaining eternally open to my own personal

growth. Speaking all over the world has made me realize that our challenges as creative artists are

quite universal

Can you open up a bit about your work and career? We’re big fans and we’d love for our community

to learn more about your work.

I’ve been working as an actress in Hollywood for over 2 decades. Most recently, I’m back recurring for my 3rd season on Netflix’s comedy series, “Atypical”, as Kathy, (the uptight but well-intentioned autism parent support

group leader and a friend of Jennifer Jason Leigh’s). Up next, I’m starring in a soon-to-be released comedy feature film with Danny Trejo. I also do a lot of voice-over work in commercials and animation. What also lights me

up has been sharing all I’ve learned along the way to help uplift and inspire other creative warriors. As the CEO and founder of ActorInspiration.com, I provide simple strategies + empowering tools that have now helped

thousands of creatives overcome obstacles + create breakthrough success, all while living a more joy-filled life. It’s been so fulfilling to not only achieve my own dreams, but to also help artists all over the globe to achieve

theirs. I’m very thankful for all of it.

Who else deserves some credit and recognition?

I’ve had so many amazing mentors along the way, starting with my own late parents who encouraged me to “do what you love and the money will follow.” I’m so grateful I listened to that advice and followed my heart, even

when there were naysayers along the way. It’s funny looking back, because those who doubted me also simultaneously lit a fire within me to keep going. In fact, one of the last messages my late father left on my answering

machine when I had just moved to LA was, “Keep going, sunshine,” and even though that was over 20 years ago, it has stayed with me all these years and has helped me to become the creative warrior I am today. My best

advice: Ignore the critics, follow your heart and keep going. I’d also like to give a shoutout to my amazing husband, Josh Cox, who supports my every dream, and helps me to balance career and family (including our two

exuberantly active young boys) with humor, love and joy.

Read the full feature.

https://shoutoutla.com/meet-wendy-braun-actress-ceo-founder/


SHIFT YOUR FOCUS
AND ENJOY
YOUR LIFE NOW

WENDY BRAUN

Empowering & Shifting Career Mindsets for Creatives
WENDY BRAUN

Finding Serenity in the Creative Chaos:
Path to Alignment

 
January24,2024

Watch the Video

Accomplished actress, Wendy Braun, has built a dynamic career- recently
appearing on four seasons of the celebrated Netflix series, Atypical, as well
as guest appearances on This Is Us, Grey's Anatomy, It’s Always Sunny In
Philadelphia, Criminal Minds and many more hit television shows and films.

Wendy was recently featured in Forbes for her standout work on Atypical
and for the transformational tools she created that have helped thousands
of creatives rise above obstacles and experience new levels of success, joy
and fulfillment. 

In this episode, Wendy reflects on her creative journey, sharing insights
about longevity in Hollywood, staying grounded on set, and bringing depth,
humor, and humanity to every role.

SEE THE INTERVIEW

January 9. 2023

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2gZBrt9tKo&t=194s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7x2jFBh2tQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2gZBrt9tKo&t=194s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7x2jFBh2tQ


Hear the Episode

WATCH HERE

CREATING BREAKTHROUGHS: HOW TO MAKE THIS YOUR
BEST YEAR YET with WENDY BRAUN

Accomplished actress Wendy Braun has enjoyed a dynamic career, recently appearing on
four seasons of the celebrated Netflix series, Atypical, as well as appearances on This Is Us,
Grey's Anatomy, It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia and Criminal Minds to name a few. With

over 80 TV + Film credits, over 100 commercials and thousands of voiceovers, Wendy brings
decades of professional experience and a deep passion for creativity to everything she does.

ON THE JOURNEY PODCAST
 with Natasha Mayet

 

She was also recently featured in Forbes for the inspirational tools she created that have
helped thousands of creatives rise above obstacles and experience greater confidence, clarity,

joy and fulfillment. Known for her uplifting presence and authentic storytelling, Authority
Magazine declared Wendy one of their “Inspirational Women In Hollywood.” 

Today’s episode is pulled from one of the 10,000 NOs Insiders Community’s monthly
VIP Industry Guest Zooms. Wendy Braun joins the conversation as an accomplished
actress with decades of experience, offering thoughtful insights about navigating a long
career in Hollywood.

We discuss the choices we make and how it helps when we
consciously choose things out of love versus fear. We had
an in-depth conversation about perseverance in the
entertainment industry, the early rejections she faced, the
grit that kept her going, and the creative breakthroughs that
shaped her most memorable work.

Fresh  Starts :  The  Power  of  Paus ing
January 1, 2024

January 1, 2024

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/creating-breakthroughs-how-to-really-make-this-your/id1499950977?i=1000640247489
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/creating-breakthroughs-how-to-really-make-this-your/id1499950977?i=1000640247489
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7x2jFBh2tQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7x2jFBh2tQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsjKw_k0Iu8


What do you do when the creative magic you need JUST
ISN’T HAPPENING?! As writers and creators we wish
creativity and flow were like a faucet–you turn it on
when you need it.

But that’s not the reality.

Sometimes, we have to sit down at our keyboard and
create when we just don’t feel like it.

Actors aren’t much different–when it’s time to step in
front of the camera and give the performance of a
lifetime, they don’t have the luxury of putting it off.
Action means ACTION!

So, when I started thinking of who to bring on the Bound + Determined podcast to talk about
creative flow, it was a no-brainer to bring on my pal and accomplished actress and performer,
Wendy Braun.

You may recognize Wendy for her recent hilarious portrayal of the uptight but well-intentioned
Kathy, on four seasons of the Netflix hit comedy series, Atypical…or maybe even from This Is Us…
or Grey’s Anatomy! With over 80 TV + Film credits and over 100 commercials, Wendy has combined
decades of invaluable professional experience with her passion for inspiring others. 

On top of all this she’s the CEO + founder of ActorInspiration.com, a resource that has been
providing practical and empowering tools to help creatives transform their lives and careers for over
a decade. Her talent and wisdom helps thousands overcome obstacles and create success on their
own terms. 

LISTEN HERE

LISTEN NOW!

In this episode, Analisa interviews Wendy Braun, an accomplished

actress whose career spans more than 80 film and television roles.

Wendy talks about navigating the emotional ups and downs of the

industry, sharing practices that have helped her stay centered, resilient,

and creatively aligned. Wendy and Analisa also reflect on finding balance

between contentment and ambition, and the importance of staying

connected to one’s artistic voice throughout the journey.

Wendy Braun: 
Creative Breakthrough
Conversations on creativity, mindset, and 
the deeper work behind meaningful success.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/51-finding-your-greatest-creative-breakthroughs-guest/id1560208994?i=1000563257385
https://www.pandora.com/podcast/bound-and-determined/51-finding-your-greatest-creative-breakthroughs-guest-wendy-braun/PE:9331565
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3lYw87YBuKccdEUYb3e4Sw?si=MHu8t1S9Qb-ShsgB-KEchA
https://www.audible.com/podcast/51-Finding-Your-Greatest-Creative-Breakthroughs-GUEST-Wendy-Braun/B0B212G587?ref=a_podcast_B_c1_lAsin_11_6
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-bound-determined-80495003/episode/51-finding-your-greatest-creative-breakthroughs-97338822/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/wendy-braun-creative-breakthrough-for-2024/id1103246927?i=1000640306164
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/wendy-braun-creative-breakthrough-for-2024/id1103246927?i=1000640306164
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	‘Jury Duty’ Sets Season 2 Cast With 14 Comedic Actors Tackling Company Retreat
	By Rosy Cordero     February 19, 2026
	Season 2 will premiere with three episodes, followed by two episodes on March 27, and a three-episode finale on April 3.
	Jury Duty is back with a new unsuspecting lead and a fresh cast of characters trying their best to keep the truth under wraps: that the star is really in the middle of an elaborate prank.
	PEOPLE can exclusively reveal the eclectic cast of characters featured in Prime Video’s Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat, the next installment from the team behind Jury Duty, the hit documentary-style comedy that was released in 2023.
	Company Retreat follows a temp worker named Anthony as he heads to "a corporate offsite event at a family-owned hot sauce company," per a synopsis, Anthony has no idea that everything around him has been staged — and he’s the only one not in on the joke.
	“The beginning of the writing process is actor-blind,”Hatton shares of casting. “Once we have a general sense of a character’s fundamental engine, the casting process is very open and Susie Farris (our brilliant Casting Director) watches thousands of tapes to leave no stone unturned. We then whittle folks down with an unusual callback process that emulates the unique environment that the actors will ultimately be performing in.”
	He continues, “There are performers that we love and encourage to submit from the outset but at the end of the day because it’s such an unorthodox gig that stretches so many different parts of a performer's skill and mindset, everyone has to go through the same process so that we all feel confident they’ll be able to pull it off.”
	The below cast is full of actors that Anthony could have easily encountered before, maybe on TV or in passing. But the “screening techniques” from the Jury Duty team gave them “a fair degree of confidence that Anthony wouldn’t recognize anyone,” Hatton says.
	“It’s still not a guarantee, especially when you’re casting 12 series regulars plus a bevy of day players. The most tense period is the beginning before Anthony went on the retreat; that first night he stayed at a hotel and a number of our cast were in some pretty big commercials airing at the time. But once we got to Oak Canyon — which had no access to live TV — we knew we were in the clear,” he adds of the retreat location.

	Elizabeth, Private Equity Director, Triukas:
	Elizabeth is "the public face of private equity — charming, urbane, hears your concerns and wants nothing but the best for everyone. Especially her investors." Actress Wendy Braun appeared in several episodes of Netflix's Atypical.

	'Jury Duty Presents: Company Retreat’: See the Trailer
	‘Jury Duty’ Season 2 Sets Prime Video Premiere Date
	By Denise Petski    January 29, 2026

	‘Jury Duty’ Renewed at Amazon, Season 2 Already Filmed
	The next installment of 2023's hit candid camera show will reportedly take place at a corporate retreat.
	Jury Duty will return for — and has already filmed — a second season at Amazon Prime Video, The Hollywood Reporter confirmed Thursday.
	Sources report Jury Duty‘s second season will leave the witness stand behind in favor of a corporate retreat setting. It was shot in the Agoura Hills suburb of Los Angeles.
	Season one showrunner Cody Heller previously told THR she was “terrified” by the challenge of pulling off the candid camera feat. “There was something about that fear of failure that ignited something in myself,” she said. But in the end, the success came from the cast. “Ronald Gladden restored my faith in humanity,” she said.
	Marsden echoed Heller’s description of high stakes when describing his own experience on set. “This is unlike anything you’ve ever seen before,” he told THR. “You get one take. If he sees a hidden camera, or someone calls somebody by the wrong name, the whole thing is upended. That was really exciting to me, just from the perspective of [wondering], ‘Can we pull this off?’”
	Gladden eventually embraced the candid camera reveal, and went on to sign with Gersh, and ink his own deal with Amazon, which sees him develop and star in a variety of content. He and Marsden, along with several other of the show’s actors, remain friends. “
	Jury Duty was created by Lee Eisenberg and Gene Stupnitsky, who also executive produced season one with Heller, David Bernad, Todd Schulman, Ruben Fleischer, Nicholas Hatton, Andrew Weinberg and director Jake Szymanski.


	‘Jury Duty’ To Return For Season 2 On Amazon; Theme Of New Installment Revealed
	By NellieAndreeva, Rosy Cordero
	One of the comedy breakouts of 2023 was Jury Duty, a documentary-style comedy for Amazon Freevee that featured James Marsden and other actors surrounding an unsuspecting juror at a trial. The Emmy-nominated comedy is back and — surprise — its second season is already in the can, sources tell Deadline. It will run on Prime Video where Freevee’s content migrated after Amazon’s free ad-supported streaming platform was shut down last November.
	Details are being kept under wraps but we hear that the theme of the new installment is David vs. Goliath. Taking inspiration from classic 1980s movies such as Animal House and Caddyshack, it is about a small business going on a company retreat, with the real, unsuspecting person tested when a Goliath suddenly shows up, sources said.
	To protect the integrity of the premise with the regular person not realizing that they are part of a scripted TV show, just like they did with Season 1, the casting and production of the new installment was done in a clandestine manner.
	The majority of the series’ creative team is believed to be back. Season 1 was executive produced  by David Bernad, Lee Eisenberg, Ruben Fleischer, Nicholas Hatton, Cody Heller, Todd Schulman, Gene Stupnitsky, Jake Szymanski and Andrew Weinberg. Eisenberg and Stupnitsky co-created  the series, Heller served as showrunner, and Szymanski directed.
	The first season earned four Emmy nominations in 2023, including Outstanding Comedy Series, Supporting Actor In a Comedy Series for Marsden, Writing For a Comedy Series and Casting for a Comedy Series.

	Not Only Is This Actress On ‘Atypical,’ She Creates Game Changing Courses Helping Thousands Of Creatives
	ByJerylBrunner
	In 2015 Braun founded ActorInspiration.com. “I wanted to make a lasting impact on the lives of other people and
	authentically share all the tools and processes that helped me achieve success while also finding more fun, joy and fulfillment
	along the way,” she says of her program that empowers creatives to overcome obstacles and discover success on their own
	terms.
	Read the full article.

	Corona Chronicles: Arianna Huffington Raises Money for First Responders, Stars Use TV and Movies as Escapism and Other Personal Stories
	By Variety Editors.
	Wendy Braun Actress from “Atypical” (Netflix)
	Wendy Braun: A Creative Powerhouse On Screen + Off

	Talking With: Wendy Braun from “Atypical”
	Interview with actress Wendy Braun,who is making
	audiences laugh by playing high-strung mothers.
	What excites you the most when you start a new project?
	Continue reading the interview.


	Inspirational Women In Hollywood: How Actress Wendy Braun Is Helping To Shake Up The Entertainment Industry
	Alexandra Spirer
	July 26, 2021
	When you are loving yourself for existing, then you can start to love others that exist differently than you.
	Thank you so much for joining us in this interview series! Can you tell us the story of how you grew up? WENDY: I grew up in the northern suburbs of Chicago, where all the John Hughes movies were filmed. My mother was known as Miss Beverly, The Romper Room Lady, the host of the classic children’s television show Romper Room and my father was a Navy pilot.
	I always loved performing. My mom used to say that when the phone would ring (back when it was on the wall), I wouldn’t walk, but I’d dance across the room to answer it. Thankfully, my parents encouraged my love of the arts, and it’s been a part of who I am for as long as I can remember.
	Can you tell us the most interesting story that happened to you since you began your career? When I first moved to Los Angeles, I faced tons of rejection. The top 10 commercial agents all turned me down. They told me I was too tall, too theatrical, not commercial enough, that they had too many young women on their roster, that I didn’t have enough experience, or my personal favorite, that they “already had someone exactly like me.”
	I drove home crying in my car after many of those meetings. In fact, I like to tell actors that if you haven’t cried on at least 4 different freeways in Los Angeles, you just haven’t lived here long enough.
	And then, my biggest cheerleader + source of emotional support, my father, passed away. The last message he left on my answering machine was this…“Keep going, Sunshine.” So that’s what I did.
	Through all of that rejection, even though everyone was telling me “no,” I sought out ways to master my mindset and tell myself “yes” and just keep going.
	Read the full feature.


	Meet Wendy Braun | Actress, CEO & Founder
	December 7, 2020
	Read the full feature.
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	Empowering & Shifting Career Mindsets for Creatives WENDY BRAUN Finding Serenity in the Creative Chaos: Path to Alignment

	Watch the Video
	SHIFT YOUR FOCUS AND ENJOY YOUR LIFE NOW
	WENDY BRAUN
	Accomplished actress, Wendy Braun, has built a dynamic career- recently appearing on four seasons of the celebrated Netflix series, Atypical, as well as guest appearances on This Is Us, Grey's Anatomy, It’s Always Sunny In Philadelphia, Criminal Minds and many more hit television shows and films.
	Wendy was recently featured in Forbes for her standout work on Atypical and for the transformational tools she created that have helped thousands of creatives rise above obstacles and experience new levels of success, joy and fulfillment.
	In this episode, Wendy reflects on her creative journey, sharing insights about longevity in Hollywood, staying grounded on set, and bringing depth, humor, and humanity to every role.
	SEE THE INTERVIEW


	Fresh Starts: The Power of Pausing
	Today’s episode is pulled from one of the 10,000 NOs Insiders Community’s monthly VIP Industry Guest Zooms. Wendy Braun joins the conversation as an accomplished actress with decades of experience, offering thoughtful insights about navigating a long career in Hollywood.
	We discuss the choices we make and how it helps when we consciously choose things out of love versus fear. We had an in-depth conversation about perseverance in the entertainment industry, the early rejections she faced, the grit that kept her going, and the creative breakthroughs that shaped her most memorable work.
	WATCH HERE



	ON THE JOURNEY PODCAST
	with Natasha Mayet
	CREATING BREAKTHROUGHS: HOW TO MAKE THIS YOUR BEST YEAR YET with WENDY BRAUN
	Hear the Episode

	LISTEN NOW!

	Wendy Braun:  Creative Breakthrough
	Conversations on creativity, mindset, and  the deeper work behind meaningful success.
	In this episode, Analisa interviews Wendy Braun, an accomplished actress whose career spans more than 80 film and television roles.
	Wendy talks about navigating the emotional ups and downs of the industry, sharing practices that have helped her stay centered, resilient, and creatively aligned. Wendy and Analisa also reflect on finding balance between contentment and ambition, and the importance of staying connected to one’s artistic voice throughout the journey.
	LISTEN HERE
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